Prevention of Group B Streptococcus early-onset disease: a toolkit by the California Perinatal Quality Care Collaborative.
The California Perinatal Quality Care Collaborative (CPQCC) was organized in 1996 in an effort to improve perinatal outcomes in California. CPQCC has a robust infrastructure of quality improvement resources and expertise and uses a database of demographic and outcome data from neonatal intensive care units in California. In 2004, CPQCC developed a toolkit to provide an evidence-based framework and supporting documents for hospitals to use in systematically addressing persistent early-onset disease (EOD) because of Group B Streptococcus (GBS) in their centers. The CPQCC toolkit was based on the 2002 Centers for Disease Control guideline, 'Prevention of Perinatal Group B Streptococcal Disease.' This article presents an updated version of the CPQCC toolkit reflecting several population studies published since the 2002 guideline. Current epidemiological trends in incidence of EOD with GBS, changes in antibiotic sensitivity and the potential value of newer strategies are discussed.